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Content (abstract text) 
Transformative change remains difficult even where knowledge integration, stakeholder collaboration, and institutional coordination are comparatively well developed. Inter- and transdisciplinary sustainability research has devoted considerable attention to how knowledge and actors are brought together, yet transformative initiatives still encounter persistent difficulties. This paper proposes that these recurring difficulties point to an analytical question that has received comparatively little attention: under what conditions does transformative change become governable? Existing accounts of governability have primarily explained the possibility of governing through institutional arrangements, legitimacy, interaction, coordination, and institutional fit. Across the principal strands of governability research, material systems, infrastructures, territorial conditions, organisational arrangements, and temporal processes are typically treated as implementation contexts, system characteristics, or environmental constraints rather than as central elements in explaining how governability is produced. Governability is already understood as relational; what remains insufficiently specified are the heterogeneous relations — among institutions, materials, infrastructures, organisations, territories, and time — through which it is produced and reconfigured. Without understanding these relations, knowledge integration alone cannot explain why similar collaborative processes produce markedly different transformative outcomes across contexts. Building on empirical research across circular economy governance, material systems, and territorial governance, this paper explores how governability is continuously produced through these heterogeneous relations, and how attending to them helps explain why transformative change stalls even where integration succeeds. Rather than proposing another framework for collaboration, the paper develops a conceptual extension of governability for inter- and transdisciplinary research. Examining how governability is produced complements established approaches to knowledge integration and contributes to a richer understanding of the conditions through which transformative change becomes possible.
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